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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Welcome to our Week 9 Newsletter 
Commonwealth Games Rehearsal Tickets 
We certainly are looking forward to heading along to the rehearsals of the opening ceremony thanks to one of 
our great Year 1 students, Vienna C in 1 Gold. Vienna received the tickets last Friday from the Assistant Minister 
for Tourism Industry Development, GOLDOC CEO Mark Peters and Borobi, well done Vienna!  
 
NAPLAN Online 2018 
Students in years 3 and 5 will be completing a NAPLAN Online practice test on Thursday morning in preparation for this year’s 
NAPLAN Online tests in term 2. We thank the teachers for their efforts in supporting the students as they prepare for these tests and 
also Mr Smith for his efforts in ensuring we have no network or computer issues. 
 
World Down Syndrome Day 
March 21st is World Down Syndrome Day, which has been officially recognised by the United Nations since 2012. On this day, 
people all around the world celebrate the lives and achievements of people with Down Syndrome, creating a global voice, advocating 
for the rights, inclusion and wellbeing of people with Down Syndrome. 
 
Coles Sports for Schools 
When you shop at Coles, you will receive Sports for Schools vouchers that we can exchange for sports gear. There is a collection box 
in the front office for you to drop the vouchers into. 
 
Bernard Kearney  
Acting Principal   

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Cyber Safety 
Brett Lee from Internet Safe Education will be visiting us in Term 2. Please save the 26th June as the date that 
he will be doing a parent/carer session on safe online practices. Brett delivers extremely relevant content on 
internet safety and how to keep our children safe online. 
 
Laptop Checks 
Student laptops in Years 4-6 will be randomly searched for any games, movies or music over the next few 
weeks. Please remind your child/ren that school laptops are not to have games, movies or music stored on 
them. We encourage students to use an external hard drive or USB drive to store their personal media.  A 
timely reminder that any damage or faults with their laptops needs to be reported immediately to a classroom 
teacher and our IT Manager, Mr Josh Smith. 

Thank You 
Week 9 is my last week at GA for a little while. I would like to thank all staff, students and families who have been supportive 
during my short time as Acting APA. 
 
Have a great week 
 
Brenton Edwards 
Acting APA 

We recognise the traditional  
owners of the land 
The Kombumerri people 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Qualities of Angels 
This week’s Quality of Angels is JUST. At Prayer Assembly this week, 3 Maroon shared what they 
know about being just. They told us that being just is about being fair. If you see something happening 
that you know is wrong, you do something about it. Being a champion for justice takes courage. At 
this time of the year, when we are raising funds for Project Compassion, we all become champions 
for justice. Our generous donations can help to make the world a better and more equal place for all 
so please dig deep and support this amazing cause. 
 
Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 26 March to join the students from 3 
White and Mrs Ryan for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after the assembly concludes.    
  
Tuesday Parish Mass 
Students in 5 Gold and 5 Blue attended Parish Mass this morning. 5 Maroon and 5 White students will join other members of our 
parish community to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass next Tuesday 27 March. Parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 
 
Condolences  

We pray for the Todd family (Noah 3M, Jasper 2M, Elijah and Luca PB), Ferguson family 
(Finlay 5B, Madeleine 2B) and Rankin family (Xavier 1W, Levi – Aquinas). The children’s 
grandfather, Bruce Todd, passed away on Sunday after being very ill for some time and our 
thoughts are with the family during this sad time. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  
and may perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace.  
 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Each year at this time, our students pray the Stations of the Cross with their class. This display has now been set up in the building 
next to the pick-up area in the classroom closest to Edmund Rice Drive. Parents and friends are most welcome to visit this area to 
pray and to remember the journey Jesus took to his death. 
 
Holy Week and Easter Assemblies 
Our Holy Week Assembly will be held on Thursday 29 March and will be led by 5 Gold. Our Easter Assembly will be held on 
Tuesday 17 April and will be led by 5 Blue. Both events will be held in the hall and will commence at 8.30am. All parents and 
friends are most welcome to join us for one or both of these special celebrations. 
 
Easter Bonnet Parade 
Our annual Easter Bonnet Parade for Prep to Year 2 students will be held this Friday 23 March commencing at 2.00pm in the school 
hall. Parents/caregivers are asked to assist their child with creating a SIMPLE Easter bonnet to wear for this parade. All family and 
friends are invited to join us for this happy occasion. 
 
Palm Sunday 
This coming Sunday 25 March we commemorate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. At first people were excited that Jesus had come to 
Jerusalem. They waved palms and sang out ‘Hosanna’ to welcome him. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week – the most 
important time in the liturgical calendar. Please consider joining other parishioners on Sunday morning from 8.30am at Mary 
Immaculate Church to remember this occasion. During this mass palms will be blessed and collected ready to be burnt next year to 
make ashes for Ash Wednesday.  
 
Stations of the Cross – 10.30am Good Friday 30 March Mary Immaculate Church 
In a continuing effort to make connections between Guardian Angels and the Southport Catholic Parish, 
Father Jan has asked that we assist with the Stations of the Cross being held at Mary Immaculate Church 
commencing at 10.30am on Good Friday. As with this event last year, we will once again be using the photos 
of some of our students representing each of the stations that have been made into large posters and mounted 
on poles for people to view and reflect on during the service. For Catholics, the Paschal Triduum, which 
commences on the evening of Holy Thursday and ends on Easter Sunday, is the most important time in the 
liturgical year so it would be wonderful if we could have a big representation from the Guardian Angels 
community present at this special service.  



 
Father Jan has requested that GA students hold each of the posters depicting the Stations of the Cross so if you intend on attending 
this commemoration of Jesus’ journey to his death, please let me know via the following link so that I can include your child/ren in 
this occasion. Please note that if you are coming along, make sure you bring an umbrella for shade as this event will be held outside. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stationsofthecross2018 
 
A Message from our Year 6 Liturgy and Social Justice Team (The Justice Crew) 
At this time of the year, during the season of Lent, we remember those who are less fortunate than we are and as a school 
community we try to raise some much needed funds to assist Caritas in supporting those in need. The Justice Crew’s first 
assignment this year is to organise some exciting, school-based fundraising events to support Caritas. They have decided to run the 
following two fundraising events, which will commence this week and continue until next Tuesday 27 March: 
 
Guess How Many Easter Eggs Competition – the student who guesses closest to the correct number of Easter eggs in a jar will win 
the contents of the jar – YUM YUM!!! The cost for each guess will be $1 and all money raised will go to Project Compassion. The 
competition will conclude winner will be announced at the conclusion of our Holy Week Assembly. 
Easter Colouring Competition – students will pay $2 to buy an Easter themed colouring sheet. These will need to be completed and 
returned to school by Tuesday 27 March. There will be one winner per year level and once again the winners will be announced at 
the conclusion of our Holy Week Assembly. 
 
Payment for these competitions can be made via an envelope that each child will receive this week. You can enclose money for one 
or both competitions and return the envelope to your child’s teacher. 
 
Fifth Week of Lent…and Project Compassion 

We have more and more Project Compassion boxes arriving at school each day and 
most are filled to the brim. Thank you so much to everyone who has supported the 
Caritas appeal to date. This week’s story from Caritas is about Ditosa from 
Mozambique. 
 
Ditosa, a young girl from Mozambique, went to live with her grandmother after her 
parents died of AIDS-related illnesses. Featured in Project Compassion during 2013, 
Ditosa faced a challenging future with food scarcity, little education and few job 
prospects. Ditosa and her grandmother found support through the Caritas Australia 
supported Matuba Children’s Centre. Ditosa has now graduated from school and 
hopes to go to university and secure an even brighter future. You can learn more 
about how Caritas has assisted Ditosa and others in her community by reading the 
information and watching the video at the following link:  

 
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/weekly-stories/week-5-ditosa 
 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help young women like Ditosa have a just future.  
A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion boxes/envelopes, visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 
 
Patron Parents 
Please note the following event that some of the Patron Parents have organised: 
 
Year 3 – Easter Holidays Catch Up 
Friday 27 April 7pm Jummps Parkwood.  $20 per child for a 3-hour super session. Parents are welcome to pay for a shorter time 
period if they don't want to attend the whole 3-hour session. Siblings also welcome. Food & refreshments available at Parkwood 
Village. 
 
Please try to support any activities organised by Patron Parents as they are a great way to meet new people and build a greater sense 
of community at GA. 
 
Have a great week everyone – keep those filled Project Compassion boxes coming. 
 
 
Shandel Flynn 
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 



 
CURRICULUM CORNER   

Academic Competitions 2018:   LAST DAY FOR PAYMENTS TODAY 
If you would like your child/children to participate in these competitions in 2018, please pay $75 via 
Flexischools by Tuesday March 20th.  Participating students are withdrawn from their regular classes to 
participate in these exams which generally take 45 minutes.  If students are absent on the exam date, there will 
be one catch up date on the following school day only.  If there is a school activity e.g. band tour/camp etc 
scheduled on one of those dates, an alternative date will be provided for the affected students.  Unfortunately 
there will be no enrolments accepted after Tuesday March 20th.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                          $75 payment via Flexischools by  
                                                                                                                                                              TODAY –  2OTH MARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GA Learning Powers – Persistence 
We’re on the countdown until the end of term and learning is requiring more persistence than usual as the thoughts of holidays fill 
our heads.   This is a perfect time to talk about our friend Pongo, the Learning Power that teaches us about persistence, about 
meeting challenges, having confidence and practising to be better learners.  The GA Learning Powers are the dispositions we 
encourage our students to develop in order to become better learners.  More information is 
available here http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/LearningandTeaching/Pages/Learning-
Powers.aspx 
 
Term 1 Learning Power awards will be given to students at assembly this Friday.  You will 
have been contacted by your class teacher if your child is going to receive one.  Please note, 
if you are unable to attend, there will be photos of all recipients present at assembly on the 
website. 
 
Angels Challenges:   
Only 2 weeks to go for 5 challenges to be completed in P-2.  Don’t forget to use the 
Nature Play passport for some outdoor or active challenges. 
 
Have a great week! 

Jo Makin  
 
Primary Learning Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MUSIC NEWS                     
Junior Choir 

Junior choir will be performing on Assembly this week. They will have an extra rehearsal on 
Thursday and then need to be ready on Friday morning before assembly for warm ups and 
positioning. 
 
Senior Choir 
Keep up the practise, we are planning to sing for Assembly in week 2 of Term 2. Practise parts have 
been emailed to all choir members. Please make sure you attend all rehearsals.   

Senior Band 
 Music Camp: Tuesday 17th April and Wednesday 18th April 2018. These are dates are the first two days of Term 2. The camp will 
be at the CYC centre in Burleigh.  
Please return all notes to Mrs. Kemp now!!!! 
 
The Voice GA  
During Term 2, vocalists will be invited to perform for a ‘singing extravaganza’  
When: Term 2, Wednesday lunch 1 from Week 3 

 Who: All singers from Grade 2 to Grade 6 no audition required. 
 What: Singing performance  
 Where: School Hall 

 
Requirements 

 Each singer is to perform either as a soloist or in a small group.  
 All singers must be accompanied by a backing track.  
 Time limit is 3 minutes. 
 Costumes are permitted for changing into. 

  
Prizes will be awarded 

 Most comedic 
 X- factor 
 Overall 1st place for musical singing, complete performance and confidence. 

 
Free concert- HOTA, (Home of the Arts) 
This Saturday the 24th March the Gold Coast Arts Centre will host a free concert for the planets. A combined orchestra will 
perform “The Planets” by the composer Holst. 
 
Please check this link for more details: 
https://hota.com.au/music/concert-for-the-planet/ 
 
Reeds for Clarinet and Saxophone players: 
During Year 3 the music department will supply the reeds to woodwind players.  
After that students in Year 4, 5 and 6 needs to supply their own reeds. The reeds can be purchased from the canteen or from music 
shops such as Ozwinds in Alicia Street, Southport. 
For players in Year 4, 5 and 6 used reeds that are size 2 or 2 ½. The numbers indicate the reed thickness, a thicker reed is necessary 
in order to achieve higher notes so Year 5 and 6 should aim for size 2 ½. 
We supply the good quality Vandoren reeds. They sound better and last longer than the cheaper Rico Royal reeds. 
Here are the prices of reeds from the canteen. They can be ordered through flexi-school or purchased directly at break times. 
Clarinet reeds- size 2 and 2 ½. $4 each. 
Alto Sax reeds- size 2 and 2 ½ $5 each. 
Tenor Sax reeds- size 2 and 2 ½ $7 each. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Catharina Kemp   
 
 
 
 



 
SPORT NEWS                         
Sporting Star 

Congratulations to Liam C for being selected in the Hinterland district U1 2 basketball team, Liam went on to 
make the South Coast team to play at the State Titles. Josh C has been selected in the U12 South Coast hockey 
team to play at the State Championships. A great effort by both boys. Guardian Angels also had a number of 
students selected in the Hinterland Rugby League sides. Congratulations to   Riley F, Caleb A, Max M and 
Josh C for being selected in the U12 Hinterland side. Matthew K, Harrison A, Jake W were selected in the 
U11 Hinterland side. We wish them all the best at the South Coast Trials next term. 
 
Winter Sports 2018 

Winter sports trials will continue this week, Friday March 23 for (Years 4, 5 and 6.) and will be finalised by the 20th April week 1 of 
Term 2. Winter sport is held every Friday, commencing Friday 27/04/18 concluding Friday 15/06/18 (8 weeks). 
  
School Cross Country 
Guardian Angels School Cross Country will on Thursday April 19. Runners Club will be on Friday mornings commencing at 7:30am. 
All runners welcome. 
 
Marty McGregor  
PE / Sport  
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
TUCKSHOP ROSTER   

 
Group 2 -Week starting Monday 26th March 

Monday Carol Oshyer, Christina Quig 
Tuesday Liz Greene, Jodie Mackay, Mel Smith 
Wednesday Carol Oshyer, Elisha Santos 
Thursday Alison Holcombe, Sheryl Broadhurst, Heidi Winnington 
Friday  GOOD FRIDAY 
Baking Alison Holcombe, HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 
Sushi  Jacqui Ranger, Rika Wong 
 

The Tuckshop is always looking for new volunteers. If you can help in any way please call/email/text Rachel.  
rnowlan@bne.caholic.edu.au 0410565393  
 
WHAT’S ON    

March 
23 Mar  Easter Sausage Sizzle – 1st Break 
25 Mar  Palm Sunday 
28 Mar  School Tour with Principal @ 9.30am 
29 Mar  Last Day of Term 
30 Mar  Good Friday 
April 
17 Apr  School Returns 
17 Apr  Easter Liturgy @ 9am 
17 – 18   Music Camp (CYC Burleigh Heads) 
19 Apr  School Cross Country 
25 Apr  ANZAC Day 
27 Apr  Winter Sport commences 
May 
07 May  Labour Day 
11 May  Mother’s Day Breaky @7.30am 
15 – 17 May NAPLAN 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The NDIS is rolling out across Queensland 

The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is the new way of providing individualised support for people with disability in 
Australia. The NDIS is progressively rolling out across Queensland and by 2020 it will be fully implemented. It is estimated the 
NDIS will improve the lives of 91,000 Queenslanders with disability, their families and carers.  

The NDIS will provide all eligible Australians, under age 65, who have a permanent and significant disability, with the reasonable 
and necessary supports they need to enjoy an ordinary life. 

Rollout of the NDIS - The NDIS is being introduced by region in Queensland. This means that in some parts of the state the NDIS 
is already available, while in others it has yet to begin. 

If you are currently receiving support through the Queensland Government (for example you are a state disability client) you will 
move to the NDIS as it becomes available in your region. Your existing supports will continue until you are covered by the NDIS. 

From 1 July 2018 the NDIS will become available in the following regions in Queensland: 

 Brisbane; 
 Logan and Redlands; 
 Fraser Coast, North Burnett, South Burnett and Cherbourg; 
 Gold Coast and Hinterland; and 
 Cairns, Cassowary Coast, Tablelands, Croydon, Etheridge, Cape York and Torres Strait. 

Becoming an NDIS participant - To become an NDIS participant a person must: 

 have a permanent disability significantly affecting their ability to take part in everyday activities; 
 be aged less than 65 when they first enter the NDIS; 
 be an Australian citizen or hold a permanent visa or a Protected Special Category visa; and 
 live in Australia where the NDIS is available. 

Participants can apply to enter the NDIS up to six months prior to the Scheme rolling out in their region by contacting the NDIS on 
1800 800 110. If you are already receiving disability supports through the Queensland Government, the National Disability 
Insurance Agency (NDIA) will have your contact details, and will be in touch with you. 

Access to the NDIS and readiness - The NDIA is working with Early Childhood Early Intervention (ECEI) and Local Area 
Coordinator (LAC) partners to deliver the NDIS in local communities across Australia.  



ECEI and LAC partners help participants navigate the NDIS and connect them with other community services, where appropriate. 
ECEI and LAC partners in the areas rolling out in 2018 are expected to be announced prior to the start of the Scheme. 

Supporting documentation - If you or your family member has never used a Queensland Government service, or if the NDIA asks 
for additional information, you may need to seek the services of your General Practitioner and/or other health professionals, to 
provide the necessary evidence to support your NDIS access request.  

This may involve:  

 completing the Supporting Evidence section of the NDIS Access Request Form;  
 documenting that the person has or is likely to have a permanent disability; and  
 providing copies of reports or assessments relevant to the diagnosis, outlining the extent of the functional impact of the 

disability. 
 
Further information - Events to help you understand the NDIS are scheduled across the region. You can view these at 
www.ndis.gov.au. Just click on the upcoming events tile. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 


